
   EYFS  
 

Nursery (3-4 year olds)  Reception  
Birth to 3 years 3-4 year olds Reception  ELG 

U
nderstanding the W

orld 

Explore and respond to different   
natural phenomena in their setting 
and trips.  

Use all their sense in hands-on exploration of 
natural materials. 

Draw information from a simple map. Describe their immediate environment    
using knowledge from observation,                
discussion, stories , non-fiction texts and 
maps. (People, culture and communities)  

 Begin to understand the need to respect and 
care for the natural environment.  

 

Recognise some similarities and            
differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries.  

Explain some similarities and               
differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge form stories, non-fiction texts 
and maps. (People, culture and              
communities)  

 Know that there are different countries in the 
world and talk about the differences they 
have experienced or seen in photos.  

Explore the natural world around them. Know some similarities and difference   
between the natural world around them 
and contrasting environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what they read in 
class. (The natural world). 

 Understand position through words alone. 
(Mathematics)  

Recognise some environments that are     
different to the one in which they live. 

Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons. (The natural world).  

 Describe a familiar route. (Mathematics) Understand the effect of changing seasons 
on the natural world around them.  

Explore the natural world around them, 
making observations and drawing pictures 
of animals and plants.  

 Discuss routes and locations, using words like 
‘in front of’ and ‘behind’ (Mathematics).  

Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation,                  
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps.  

Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing states 
of matter.  

 Understand that some places are special to 
members of their community.  

  

Learning progression 



   
EYFS  

 

Nursery (3-4 year olds)  Reception  

Birth to 3 years 3-4 year olds Reception  ELG 

Locational 
K

now
ledge  

 Describe a familiar route. (Mathematics)    

 Discuss routes and locations, using 
words like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’ (Mathematics).  

  

P
lace K

now
ledge  

 Know that there are different countries 
in the world and talk about the                      
differences they have experienced or 
seen in photos. (Understanding the 
World)  

  

 Understand that some places are special 
to members of their community. 
(Understanding the World)  

  

 Understand position through words 
alone. (Mathematics)  

  

Learning progression 



   EYFS  

 

Nursery (3-4 year olds)  Reception  
Birth to 3 years 3-4 year olds Reception  ELG 

H
um

an and P
hysical K

now
ledge   

  Recognise some similarities and differences              
between life in this country and life in other 

countries. (Understanding the World)  

Explain some similarities and differences            
between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge form stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps. (People, culture and 
communities)  

  Recognise some environments that are                    
different to the one in which they live. 

(Understanding the World)  

Know some similarities and difference between 
the natural world around them and                     
contrasting environments, drawing on their         
experiences and what they read in class. (The 
natural world). 

  Understand the effect of changing seasons on 

the natural world around them. (Understanding 
the World)  

Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them      , 
including the seasons. (The natural world).  

   Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them,           
including the seasons and changing states of 

matter. (Understanding the World)  

G
eographical Fieldw

ork   

Explore and respond to different 
natural phenomena in their                
setting and trips. (Understanding 
the World) 

Use all their sense in hands-on                             
exploration of natural materials. 
(Understanding the World)  

Draw information from a simple map. 

(Understanding the World)  
Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation,                                 
discussion, stories , non-fiction texts and maps. 
(People, culture and communities)  

 Begin to understand the need to respect 
and care for the natural environment. 
(Understanding the World)  

Explore the natural world around them. 

(Understanding the World)  
Explore the natural world around them,                 
making observations and drawing pictures of 

animals and plants.  (Understanding the 
World)  

  Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion,                      
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 

(Understanding the World)  

 

Learning progression 


