
   EYFS 

 

Listen &
 A

ppraise 

(0-3) I can use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate. (C&L) (4-5)I can listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

(C&L) 

(0-3) I can respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes (EAD) (4-5) I can combine different movements with ease and fluency. (PD) 

(0-3) I can clap and stamp to music. (PD) (4-5) I can listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings 

and responses. (EAD) 

(2-3) I can start to say how I am feeling using words as well as actions. (C&L) 

(2-3) I can move and dance to music .(EAD) 

(ELG) I can listen attentively and respond to what I hear with questions, comments 

and actions ...(C&L) 

(3-4) I can use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and 

make marks. (PD) 

 

(3-4) I can respond to what I have heard, expressing my thoughts and feelings 

(EAD) 

 

  

Inter-related D
im

ensions 

(0-3) I can use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate. (C&L) 

(0-3) I can respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes (EAD) 

(0-3) Clap and stamp to music. (PD) 

(4-5)I can listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

(C&L) 

(2-3) I can use intonation, pitch and changing volume when talking. (C&L) 

(2-3) I can move and dance to music .(EAD) 

(4-5) I can listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings 

and responses. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). (EAD) (ELG) I can listen attentively and respond to what I hear with questions, comments 

and actions ...(C&L) 

(3-4) I can respond to what I have heard, expressing my thoughts and feelings 

(EAD) 

(ELG) I can participate in group, class and 1:1 discussions offering my own ideas 

using recently introduced vocabulary. (C&L) 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



   EYFS 

 

U
sing V

oices 

(0-3) I can copy what adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations and activities. I can 

try to copy adult speech and lip movements. (C&L) 

(4-5) I can learn rhymes, poems and songs. (C&L) 

(0-3) I enjoy and take part in action songs such as Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. 

(EAD) 

 

(4-5) I can sing in a group or on my own, increasingly matching the pitch and following 

the melody. (EAD) 

(0-3) I join in with some songs and rhymes, making some sounds. (EAD) (4-5) I can explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

(EAD) 

(3-4) I remember and sing entire songs. (EAD) 

 

(ELG) I can sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can sing the melodic shape (moving melody such as up and down, down 

and up) of a familiar song. (EAD) 

 (ELG) I can perform songs, rhymes, poems, storied with others, and (when 

appropriate) try to move in time with the music. (EAD) 

 (3-4) I can sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).   

P
laying Instrum

ents 

(0-3) I can develop manipulation and control. (PD) (4-5) I can explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and 

feelings. (EAD) 

(2-3) I can explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in 

different ways. (EAD) 

(4-5) I can explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

(EAD) 

(3-4) I can play instruments with increasing control to express my thoughts and 

feelings. (EAD) 

(ELG) I can perform songs, rhymes, poems, storied with others, and (when 

appropriate) try to move in time with the music. (EAD) 

  

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



   EYFS 

 

Im
provisation 

(0-3) I can use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate. (C&L) (4-5) I can explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and 

feelings. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and 

make marks. (PD) 

(4-5) I can return to and build on my previous learning, refining ideas and developing 

my ability to  represent them. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can create my own songs or improvise a song around one I know. (EAD) (ELG) I can perform songs, rhymes, poems, storied with others, and (when 

appropriate) try to move in time with the music. (EAD) 

  

  

C
om

position  

(0-3) I can use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate. (C&L) (4-5) I can explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and 

feelings. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and 

make marks. (PD) 

(4-5) I can return to and build on my previous learning, refining ideas and developing 

my ability to  represent them. (EAD) 

(3-4) I can create my own songs or improvise a song around one I know. (EAD) (4-5) I can create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. (EAD) 

 (ELG) I can perform songs, rhymes, poems, storied with others, and (when 

appropriate) try to move in time with the music. (EAD) 

LEARNING PROGRESSION 



 Cycle A 

 

This is Me! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Jack & the 

Beanstalk 

SEND Scheme—anyone 

can play unit 13 

Super Celebrations! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle– Christmas 

Nativity Rehearsal 

Out of this World! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—Me! 

SEND Scheme, Anyone can 

play unit 15 

Once upon a Time! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Colours! 

All Creatures Great and 

Small! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme– Big Bear Funk 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 17 

Let the Adventures Begin! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme— Our World 

Development 
Matters 
Stage 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

4-5 Recept 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, 

slow, 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

Listen, talk,  copy, clap, 

sing, play, stop, move, 

actions, shake, tap, ring 

 

 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

Listen, talk,  copy, clap, 

sing, play, stop, move, ac-

tions, shake, tap, ring 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, pulse, beat 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

maraca, claves, guitar, piano 

Listen, talk,  copy, clap, sing, 

play, stop, move, actions, 

shake, tap, ring, pattern, 

make, experiment 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, pulse, beat 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

maraca, claves, guitar, piano 

Listen, talk,  copy, clap, sing, 

play, stop, move, actions, 

shake, tap, ring, pattern, 

make, experiment 

Songs . Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes  

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, Pulse, beat, 

rhythm, pitch,  

Instrument, drum, triangle, 

bells, maraca, claves, guitar, 

drums, singers, keyboard, 

piano, audience 

Listen, talk, share, imagine, 

copy, call and respond, clap 

back, play, sing, pattern, 

make, experiment, stop, 

move, actions, shake, tap, 

ring, strike, solo, group 

Songs, Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, Pulse, beat, 

rhythm, pitch,  

Instrument, drum, triangle, 

bells, maraca, claves, guitar, 

drums, singers, keyboard, 

piano, audience 

Listen, talk, share, imagine, 

copy, call and respond, clap 

back, play, sing, pattern, 

make, experiment, stop, 

move, actions, shake, tap, 

ring, strike, solo, group 



 Cycle A 

 

This is Me! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Jack & the 

Beanstalk 

SEND Scheme—anyone 

can play unit 13 

Super Celebrations! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle– Christmas 

Nativity Rehearsal 

Out of this World! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—Me! 

SEND Scheme, Anyone can 

play unit 15 

Once upon a Time! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Colours! 

All Creatures Great and 

Small! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme– Big Bear Funk 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 17 

Let the Adventures Begin! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme— Our World 

I know that/
how to... 

*I know how to listen with attention and follow direc-

tions to join in with songs, actions and repeated re-

frains. 

*I know how to use the new words I have learnt to talk 

about music, sounds, instruments and songs and how I 

feel about them. 

*I know how to move in different ways in response to 

music and begin to show an awareness of rhythm. 

*I know how to tap out repeated rhythms and make up 

my own rhythms using my favourite instruments. 

*I know how to change the way I play instruments to 

create different sounds (louder, softer, faster, slower) 

*I know how to sing some familiar songs. 

*I know how to make up simple songs and sing to my-

self. 

*I know how to begin to change words in songs to 

make up my own. 

*I know how to listen to how adults use and play instru-

ments/make sounds and experiment with them in my 

own ways. 

*I know how to talk about the ways I like to perform. 

*I know how to choose a musical way to respond to an 

event eg singing, humming, playing an instrument etc. 

*I know how to maintain attention to listen to music.  

*I know how to listen and join in with musical games and 

action songs as directed. 

*I know how to use talk and an increasing musical vocabu-

lary to describe my thoughts, opinions and experiences of 

the music I hear. 

*I know how to explore the sounds of an increasing range 

of instruments and ways of playing them (louder, softer, 

faster, slower, high, low). 

*I know how to sing an increasing range of songs and ac-

tion songs and show awareness of the best/pulse. 

*I know how to sing and play instruments with others as 

part of a group. 

*I know how to use instruments and other resources to 

create and makes sounds, rhythms and patterns. 

*I know how to select instruments, ways of playing them 

to make up simple pieces of music and will adapt my work 

where necessary. 

*I know how to listen attentively and actively in a range of 

situations involving music. 

*I know how to express myself clearly to an audience, talk-

ing about my thoughts, preferences, experiences and opin-

ions  of the music and songs I listen to. 

*I know how to explore the sounds of an increasing range 

of instruments, begin to name them and make music with 

them. 

*I know how to experiment with ways of changing the 

sounds of different instruments and know they can be 

played in different ways (shake, tap, ring, strike). 

*I know how to sing and perform a range of songs (solo 

and in a group), including those with movements and ac-

tions, those where words are internalised and those with a 

varied structure. 

*I know how to show an increased awareness of the beat/

pulse of the music and move rhythmically to it. 

*I know how to make up my own words, actions and 

change songs to match my own ideas. 

*I know how to use music as a way of showing my ideas 

though my choice of instruments and songs and the way I 

perform them. 



 Cycle B 

 

All about Me! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—Everyone 

SEND Scheme—Anyone 

can play unit 14 

Let’s Have a Party! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Christmas 

Nativity rehearsal  

A World of Pure Imagina-

tion! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Space 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 16 

Happily Ever After! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Animals 

All things Bright and Beauti-

ful! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—My Stories 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 18 

Let’s go on an Adventure! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Minibeasts 

Development 
Matters 
Stage 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

0-3 Pre-nursery 

3-4 Nursery  

4-5 Reception 

Vocabulary 
introduced/
embedded 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

Listen, talk,  Copy, Clap, 

sing, play, stop, move, 

actions, shake, tap, ring 

 

 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

Listen, talk,  Copy, Clap, 

sing, play, stop, move, ac-

tions, shake, tap, ring 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, pulse, beat 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

maraca, claves, guitar, piano 

Listen, talk,  Copy, Clap, sing, 

play, stop, move, actions, 

shake, tap, ring, pattern, 

make, experiment 

 

Songs 

Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, pulse, beat 

Drum, triangle, bells, 

maraca, claves, guitar, piano 

Listen, talk,  Copy, Clap, sing, 

play, stop, move, actions, 

shake, tap, ring, pattern, 

make, experiment 

Songs . Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes  

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, Pulse, beat, 

rhythm, pitch,  

Instrument, drum, triangle, 

bells, maraca, claves, guitar, 

drums, singers, keyboard, 

piano, audience 

Listen, talk, share, imagine, 

Copy, Call and respond, clap 

back, Clap, play, sing, 

pattern, make, experiment, 

Sing, play, stop, move, ac-

tions, shake, tap, ring, strike, 

Songs, Action Songs 

Nursery Rhymes 

Loud, soft, hard, fast, slow, 

high, low, Pulse, beat, 

rhythm, pitch,  

Instrument, drum, triangle, 

bells, maraca, claves, guitar, 

drums, singers, keyboard, 

piano, audience 

Listen, talk, share, imagine, 

Copy, Call and respond, clap 

back, Clap, play, sing, 

pattern, make, experiment, 

Sing, play, stop, move, ac-

tions, shake, tap, ring, 



 Cycle B 

 

All about Me! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—Everyone 

SEND Scheme—Anyone 

can play unit 14 

Let’s Have a Party! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Christmas 

Nativity rehearsal  

A World of Pure Imagina-

tion! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Space 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 16 

Happily Ever After! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Animals 

All things Bright and Beauti-

ful! 

Charanga Unit: 

Scheme—My Stories 

SEND Scheme—Anyone can 

play unit 18 

Let’s go on an Adventure! 

Charanga Unit: 

Freestyle—Minibeasts 

I know that/
how to... 

*I know how to listen with attention and follow direc-

tions to join in with songs, actions and repeated re-

frains. 

*I know how to use the new words I have learnt to talk 

about music, sounds, instruments and songs and how I 

feel about them. 

*I know how to move in different ways in response to 

music and begin to show an awareness of rhythm. 

*I know how to tap out repeated rhythms and make up 

my own rhythms using my favourite instruments. 

*I know how to change the way I play instruments to 

create different sounds (louder, softer, faster, slower) 

*I know how to sing some familiar songs. 

*I know how to make up simple songs and sing to my-

self. 

*I know how to begin to change words in songs to 

make up my own. 

*I know how to listen to how adults use and play instru-

ments/make sounds and experiment with them in my 

own ways. 

*I know how to talk about the ways I like to perform. 

*I know how to choose a musical way to respond to an 

event eg singing, humming, playing an instrument etc. 

*I know how to maintain attention to listen to music.  

*I know how to listen and join in with musical games and 

action songs as directed. 

*I know how to use talk and an increasing musical vocabu-

lary to describe my thoughts, opinions and experiences of 

the music I hear. 

*I know how to explore the sounds of an increasing range 

of instruments and ways of playing them (louder, softer, 

faster, slower, high, low). 

*I know how to sing an increasing range of songs and ac-

tion songs and show awareness of the best/pulse. 

*I know how to sing and play instruments with others as 

part of a group. 

*I know how to use instruments and other resources to 

create and makes sounds, rhythms and patterns. 

*I know how to select instruments, ways of playing them 

to make up simple pieces of music and will adapt my work 

where necessary. 

*I know how to listen attentively and actively in a range of 

situations involving music. 

*I know how to express myself clearly to an audience, talk-

ing about my thoughts, preferences, experiences and opin-

ions  of the music and songs I listen to. 

*I know how to explore the sounds of an increasing range 

of instruments, begin to name them and make music with 

them. 

*I know how to experiment with ways of changing the 

sounds of different instruments and know they can be 

played in different ways (shake, tap, ring, strike). 

*I know how to sing and perform a range of songs (solo 

and in a group), including those with movements and ac-

tions, those where words are internalised and those with a 

varied structure. 

*I know how to show an increased awareness of the beat/

pulse of the music and move rhythmically to it. 

*I know how to make up my own words, actions and 

change songs to match my own ideas. 

*I know how to use music as a way of showing my ideas 

though my choice of instruments and songs and the way I 

perform them. 


