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Purpose of Homework 

 
Provide teachers with guidance and procedures. To consolidate or practise skills learnt at school or to research for their 
Discovery work.  
 
Principles 

Oxhey First School values the role of parents and carers in supporting and extending their children’s learning at home, as 
partners in the child’s education.  We believe home learning helps to provide a link between home and school.  We appreciate 
the time and effort spent by parents and carers encouraging and praising their child’s efforts and achievements, whilst 
recognising the importance of homework in complementing the learning which takes place within the school, assisting each 
child to make progress and reach his or her potential. 
 
DfE recommended guidelines: 
 
Years 1 and 2  1 hour per week         (reading, spellings, other literacy 
       work and number work) 
 
Years 3 and 4  1.5 hours per week (literacy and numeracy as for 
       Years 1 and 2 with occasional 
       assignments in other subjects) 
 
In accordance with these recommendations, the core of our homework policy is the development of literacy and numeracy 
skills, while other aspects may be included to complement the year group programmes in other subject areas when 
appropriate. This is evidenced in the Homework Challenge books that run throughout the school. 
 
 

EYFS 
 We recommend that parents or carers spend five to ten minutes a day sharing the home reader. 
 Parents can also help with Sounds Write flash cards and letter formation practice. 
 Sight word practice along with spelling 
 Recognition of numerals and counting games 
 Weekly homework tasks after October half term which alternate between English, Maths and Discovery 

 
Key stage 1 

 Homework in Key stage 1 will be about ten to fifteen minutes per day 
 Daily reading practice 
 Practice spellings, sight words and handwriting.  
 Weekly Homework tasks which alternate between English, Maths and Discovery 

 
Key stage 2 
It is expected that in Years 3 and 4 the children will spend about twenty minutes a day on homework activities, including 
reading. In addition, homework is prepared by the class teacher and will be unique to that class. 

 Daily reading practice 
 Half termly spelling 
 Multiplication tables practice. 
 Weekly spellings  
 Weekly Homework tasks which alternate between English, Maths and Discovery 

 
 



 
Home School links 

 A termly Newsletter is sent home for parents outlining the main teaching objectives for that term and indicating 
where additional support from home would be especially helpful.   

 Children and parents are encouraged to use computers to research at home during their home learning challenge 
Discovery work. 

 Home learning challenges are varied, some suggested by children, some will need parental support others are 
designed to be completed independently 

 Parents of children in all Key Stages are encouraged to write comments in their child’s planner.  
 Staff are expected to respond and acknowledge children’s effort. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 All pupils are encouraged to complete the tasks provided.  
 While tasks will be set according to the individual child’s ability and the worth of the activities in assisting the child’s 

progress cannot be too highly stressed, no child will be penalised for not completing a homework task.   
 Homework will not entail new learning or ideas that require a detailed explanation from the teacher. 

 

Special Educational Needs 
 Personalised Learning Plans will suggest specific learning activities that will need to be completed at home. Children 

may have a specific Yellow learning diary to over learn specific targeted words.  
 Children will be encouraged to read selected pages of their reading books for short but regular periods each week and 

games and activities to help them to practise particular skills may be sent home. 
 Children requiring additional support in numeracy may be given activities to consolidate or revise work completed in 

lessons. 
 

Further details on any aspect of this policy and its implementation can be obtained from the school. 
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