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PURPOSE 

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 

 We believe that we continue the learning journey set in motion by parents and we aim to make a strong link from 

home to school. 

 The overarching aim of the EYFS at Oxhey is to help young children achieve the five Every Child Matters outcomes of 

staying safe, being healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.  

 At Oxhey we are committed to creating a warm, safe environment in which the children feel secure and are willing to 

co-operate.  

 We aim to provide learning opportunities to increase self-confidence and self-esteem in all our pupils thus providing a 

firm foundation for learning. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the 

foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. (Statutory Guidance 2007) 

 We know that part of our responsibility is to ensure positive attitudes to diversity and difference, not only so that 

every child is included and not disadvantaged, but to ensure children learn from the earliest age to value diversity in 

others and grow up making a positive contribution to society.  

 We believe that every child deserves the best possible start in life and we aim to support children to enable them to 

fulfill their potential.  

 

"The younger children are, the more vital it is that they are offered a curriculum which responds to their 
developmental needs. We need to ensure that they have rewarding experiences of success at their own levels in 
order to give  them strength and confidence for the future.  That is what good under-fives education should do." 
 

HOME/SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 

"What the child can do is the starting point of children’s education"  (BRUCE 1987) 

 Partnership implies a sharing of roles, with mutual respect and support with roles that are complementary and 

compatible. We aim to build positive relationships with parents, carers and previous providers. 

 We take a rigorous approach to the Induction process and ensure that both parents and children feel suitably 

informed and comfortable before they begin their learning journey at Oxhey. 

 Children are visited in their pre-school and nursery settings to ‘meet the teacher’ and valuable transition information is 

shared between practitioners. ‘Meet the Team’ photo packs are also sent to families to accustom them with the staff 

who will nurture their child.  

 There are a number of induction visits planned during the Summer term that help children settle into their new school 

including the opportunity to share a school lunch. 

 We host a ‘Welcome’ meeting for all new parents and an insightful Induction Powerpoint Presentation on our website 

details all the practical information and advice necessary to make a smooth start to school life.  



 Further Curriculum and Phonics parent meetings are plotted out throughout the Autumn term.  

 The induction process is evaluated annually through home-school questionnaires and improvements are made based 

on suggestions from parents. 

 A member of the Early Years team greets the children on the door/gate each morning and is available for parents to 

speak to pass on messages or share concerns with. We operate an open-door policy and appointments with class 

teachers can be made via the office at any mutually convenient time. 

 A home/school planner is used for staff and parents to communicate on a daily basis and a text messaging service 

ensures parents are personally updated with relevant information. 

 There is the opportunity for parents to meet with their child’s class teacher on an individual basis at ‘Play and Stay’ 

sessions to discuss progress which take place in the Autumn Term and a more formal 1:1 parent consultation during 

the Spring Term. 

 ‘Shine’ sessions also take place on a termly basis. Parents are invited into school to learn along-side their child, further 

informing them about the language and processes of learning at Oxhey. 

 Regular but appropriate homework is issued, differentiated to the needs of each child, in order that parents might be 

best informed as to how to help their child learn at home, in-line with school processes. 

 We recognise that education is a three-way process between teacher, parent and child and we hope that parents will 

support us in helping their children to become confident and happy young learners. 

 



PHILOSOPHY OF EYFS PRACTICE 

 The process by which children learn is as important as, and inseparable from, what they learn. Young children need 

periods of uninterrupted time to explore their environment, experiences, make their own discoveries and set themselves 

new challenges.   

 Children also need to be challenged and supported in their learning. 

 The Early Years Curriculum provides opportunities for children to learn through first-hand experiences and through 

play, which as Susan Isaacs reminds us, “… is a child’s work.”   

 It is important that there is a balance between teacher-directed activities and high quality continuous provision, with 

opportunities for the children to learn from each other through spontaneous interaction.   

 Within the Early Years we need to develop positive attitudes and habits of learning, in-line with our whole-school 

behaviours for learning agenda; ‘TIGER Learning’.    

 Learning should be an enjoyable, co-operative and worthwhile experience. 

PLAY 

 Play is a source of enjoyment for children and hence makes a positive contribution to the child's emotional well being.  

 Play is the child’s way of making sense of their environment and by interacting with purposefully chosen learning 

activities or activities chosen by children, play, is a major source of learning.   

 Play also develops dexterity in manipulative materials and objects and allows children to try out skills and investigate 

surroundings. 

INDUCTION 

 The Early years Foundation Stage at Oxhey consists of 1 Reception Class, 1 Reception Nursery class and 1 Nursery 

class. 

 Children are eligible to start in the Nursery the term after they turn three.  

 Children begin full-time in Reception in the September of the year in which they are five. Parents can request a 

delayed start for their child if they feel appropriate and the school responds to individual requests when they are 

made. 

 We take children from a number of providers in the local area. We have an effective transition process ensuring staff 

visit children in their pre-school settings and have the opportunity to talk to staff in the settings. 

 Effective baseline procedures ensure children are accurately assessed on-entry to the school and individualised learning 

swiftly commences. 

 Steps are taken prior to admission to ensure the children feel welcome and secure with their new environment. This 

includes visits to school and within school. 

 We work with parents to offer any phased introduction they may wish. 

 

DAILY ROUTINE 

 Children adjust to school life through the security of a daily routine. This includes daily ‘registration/welcome’ time, 

phonics, high quality indoor and outdoor teaching and learning opportunities, a flexible “snack cafe”, which helps to 

assist important social skills and develops independence and "hand-washing time" before lunch. ‘Dough Disco’ or 



‘Penpals handwriting’ begins the afternoon sessions and assembly or story times complete the day. 

 Children in EYFS have separate playgrounds from the remainder of the school with access to a mud kitchen, wheeled 

toys and a timber trail play frame, which develop a range of imaginative, physical and gross motor skills.  

 A stimulating fenced area ensures that quality outdoor provision can be set up away from the more physical activities 

and children are kept safe. 

 Free fruit and milk is available for all children in EYFS. 

 

STAFFING 

 Effective practice in the early years requires committed, enthusiastic and reflective practitioners with a breadth and 

depth of knowledge, skills and understanding. Effective practitioners use their own learning to improve their work with 

young children and their families in ways which are sensitive, positive and non-judgmental. 

 Each EYFS class is taught by qualified teachers. There is a team of classroom support that assist in the production of 

a caring and well planned learning environment. 

 All EYFS staff are paediatric first aid trained 

Qualifications for practitioners other than teachers, working in EYFS 
DB = Btec national diploma in childhood education 
AS = NNEB 
LP – NVQ level 3 
MN – Apprentice – working towards NVQ level 3 
DD=Level in Childhood Education & Care 
 

CURRICULUM 

The EYFS is a learning stage in itself and has its own dedicated curriculum. This curriculum is delivered indoors and outdoors. 

Seven areas of learning have been developed. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. Three 

areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to 

learn, form relationships and thrive. They are the three prime areas 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Language and Communication 

 Physical Development 

Staff will also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. 

These specific areas are 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Knowledge of the world 

 Expressive arts and design 

All the areas must be delivered through planned, purposeful play, with a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities.  

EXPECTATIONS 

 The statutory Early Learning Goals establish expectations for most children to reach by the end of the EYFS.  

 They provide the basis for planning throughout the EYFS, so laying secure foundations from birth for future learning.  

 By the end of the EYFS, some children will have exceeded the goals.  

 Other children, depending on their individual needs, will be working towards some or all of the goals – particularly 



some younger children, some children with learning difficulties and disabilities and some learning English as an 

additional language.  

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 This curriculum area covers important aspects of personal and social, moral development including the areas of 

making relationships, self confidence & self awareness and managing feelings and behaviour. 

 Children are encouraged to learn how to work, play, co-operate with others and function in a group beyond the 

family.   

 Opportunities are provided to enable each child to become a valued member of their group and new community. We 

believe happy secure children will be successful learners. 

 We encourage children to develop positive attitudes and dispositions. This is helped by practitioners knowing and 

understanding how their children learn and what the next steps in learning will be. This is based on continuous day to 

day assessment. 

COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE AND LITERACY 

 These two areas include, Listening and attention, Understanding and Speaking within the prime area of 

Communication & language and Reading and Writing within the specific area of Literacy. 

 Language and communication activities provide opportunities for all children to talk and communicate in a widening 

range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to practise and extend the range of vocabulary and 

communication skills they use and to listen carefully.   

 Talk is central to the learning process. Children make sense of the world whilst playing and discussing their ideas and 

findings. 

 Adults model effective interaction, teaching staff are actively involved with the children and are providing 

opportunities for the children to discuss what they have done and thus, become aware of what they have learnt.   

 Reading and writing activities provide opportunities for all children to explore, enjoy, learn about and use words and 

text in a broad range of contexts and to experience a rich variety of books. Other areas of learning also make a vital 

contribution to the successful development of literacy. 

 The outcomes focus on children's developing competence in talking and listening and in becoming readers and writers 

 

‘Jolly Phonics’ and ‘Sounds Write’ 

 Nursey children gain their first phonetic awareness through the interactive and kinaesthetic ‘Jolly Phonics’ approach. 

 In Reception, or when ready to begin the next phase of  phonics teaching in Nursery, children gain phonetic 

knowledge and skills through the ‘Sounds Write’ programme, a whole-school approach to teaching phonics. 

 Through a fast-paced, consistent teaching programme children soon build a knowledge of sounds and blending and 

segmenting techniques. This helps them with their early reading and writing. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 This area includes, Numbers and Shape, Space & Measures.  

 These goals cover important aspects of mathematical understanding and provide the foundation for Numeracy. They 



focus on achievement through practical activities and on using and understanding language in the development of 

simple mathematical ideas.   

 There are opportunities for all children to develop their understanding of number, measurement, pattern, shape and 

space by providing a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about them.  

 Children are given opportunities to solve simple problems in a practical context whilst developing their thinking and 

language development. 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

 This area includes, People and Communities, The World and Technology. 

 Children will be supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the 

world and its various cultures. 

 Children’s learning is supported by offering opportunities for them to encounter creatures, people, plants and objects 

in their natural environments and in real-life situations; undertake practical ‘experiments’; and work with a range of 

materials.  

 There are planned activities that allow opportunities for all children to solve problems, make decisions, experiment, 

predict, plan and question in a variety of contexts, and to explore and find out about their environment and people 

and places that have significance in their lives.   

ICT in EYFS 

 “By the end of the Foundation Stage children should be able to find out about and identify the uses of everyday 

technology and use information and communication technology and programmable toys to support their learning”.  

 Activities are planned in the early years to give children access to ipads, CD players and programmable toys as well 

as using various computer programmes within the curriculum and the interactive whiteboard.  

 Nursery and both Reception classes all have ipads, computers, comber listening stations and interactive whiteboards. 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 This area includes, Moving & Handling and Health and Self-care  

 These goals focus on children's developing physical control, mobility, and awareness of space and manipulative skills 

in indoor and outdoor environments.   

 They include establishing positive attitudes towards a healthy and active way of life.   

 Opportunities are provided for all children to develop and practise fine and gross motor skills and to increase their 

understanding of how bodies work and what they need to do to be healthy and safe. 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

 This area includes, Exploring & Using Media & Materials and Being Imaginative. 

 Planned opportunities allow for children’s creativity to be extended by the provision of support for their curiosity, 

exploration and play.  

 Children are provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through 

a variety of art, music, movement, dance, imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics, and design and 

technology. 



ASSESSMENT, RECORDING  AND REPORTING 

 All adults who interact with the child should contribute to the process of finding out what children know, understand 

and can do. 

 Information and developing a two way process of communication with parents is an important facet of building a 

picture of the whole child.  

 Parents/carers may now access their child’s weekly observations made using the electronic 2simple Parent Share tool 

via email. They may also contribute to their child’s learning journey by forwarding on photographic and anecdotal 

evidence of their child’s achievements at home, using this system. 

 Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process. We use a variety of assessment 

strategies to help children make progress from when they begin at our setting to the end of the EYFS. 

 Assessments are based on practitioners’ observation of what children are doing in their day-to-day activities gathered 

from a wide range of learning and teaching contexts. Children are observed acting and interacting in their play, 

everyday activities and planned activities. 

 Staff use these observations and assessments to identify learning priorities and plan relevant and motivating          

learning experiences for each child. 

 Pupils’ progress is routinely monitored through pupil progress meetings and effective target setting ensures that pupils 

achieve their full potential 

 A termly progress report is provided for parents in the form of a graph, detailing their child’s entry level and added 

value to date in each of the 7 areas of learning.  

 Targets in reading, writing and mathematics are shared with parents as part of this report. 

 The parents of EYFS children receive a full annual report on their child’s progress and end of year attainment and 

there are regular parent consultations when parents are able to discuss their child’s progress.  

Assessment at the end of the EYFS  

 It is based on practitioners’ ongoing observation and assessments in all seven areas of Learning and Development.  

 Each child’s level of development and progress is recorded against the development matters in each area of learning. 

Judgments against the development matters are made from observation of consistent and independent behaviour, 

predominantly from the children’s self-initiated activities. 

 At the end of the year staff state if a child is at an emerging, expected or exceeded level against the early learning 

goals. These judgements form the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. 

 The ways in which children engage with other people and their environment underpins learning and development 

across all areas. These characteristics of effective learning are playing and exploring, active learning and creating and 

thinking critically. At the end of the EYFS practitioners are expected to report to parents on these areas of a child’s 

development.  

 Nursery staff complete learning journeys for each child in the Nursery which provide the Reception teachers with 

valuable baseline information based on the ages/stages of development in all areas of learning. 

 Staff share assessment information with the children’s next practitioner to enable the learning journey to progress 

smoothly. 

 

 



RESOURCES 

 The learning environment for our younger children is safe and secure.   

 Learning opportunities are planned for indoor and outdoors. The children have the use of large equipment 

outside and soft play inside.   

 Apparatus and learning equipment are age specific.  

 Equipment is stored and labelled appropriately, e.g. at children's height, in order to encourage independence.    

 Children’s independence is promoted as they access and return their equipment. 

 Displays support and celebrate learning. 

 The outside area is also a part of the total learning resource and it has been made safe and attractive and offers 

further opportunities to extend children’s learning.  

 Visits out of school are linked to children’s learning and are planned with reference to statutory requirements. 

The staff child ratio at Oxhey is 1:5 for trips out of school. 
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