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Purpose of assessment at Oxhey 
 

Assessment is a process for making inferences about children’s learning, either set pieces or 
windfalls of opportunities. Once you know the outcome, what do you know?   
 
Learning is a permanent change in the long-term memory over a period of time. Assessment is not 
a singular activity but an ongoing process of gathering, analysing and reflecting on evidence of 
learning produced by the children to make informed and consistent judgements in order to 
improve future learning. Assessment strategies are not ‘bolt-on’ but are central to the promotion 
of effective learning and teaching. Assessment of is the measurement of performance at a given 
point in time and takes place during lessons, planned APP lessons and the end of a unit. 

 

Principles 
Key assessment principles at Oxhey are: 

 Measuring what we value rather than simply valuing what we are able to measure. 

 Assessment is part of effective learning and intrinsically linked to supportive feedback 

 Focuses on how children learn 

 Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning which allows teachers to 
understand pupil performance on a continuing basis. 

 Is a key professional skill 

 Is constructive 

 Fosters motivation 

 Helps learners know how to improve 

 Develops the capacity for self- assessment 
 

Objectives 
 
The objectives of assessment in our school are: 

 To feedback to children on things that have done well and have successfully achieved 

 To help children to understand how to improve their work in order to achieve their individual 
targets. 

 To provide guidance to children in their journey of self-assessment. 

 To allow teachers to plan effective work for the children. 

 To inform parents of their child’s attainment and progress. 

 To provide SLT and governors with information to help them to maintain standards throughout 
the school and provide support as appropriate, 

 

Five core strategies 
 Find out what children know, understand and can do 
 Differentiate when planning for learning needs ( inc S2S criteria and independent 

learning) 
 Plan for dialogue 
 Feedback involving learners in a productive dialogue and active participation 
 Review and plan for learning needs. 



Philosophy of Assessment for Learning 
 

Independent learning; 

 Children are encouraged to develop independent learning skills that will enable them to 
take responsibility for their own learning, to work collaboratively with the teacher and with 
each other to take their learning forward, rather than being passive recipients of what they 
are being taught. 

 Individuals are active partners in their learning. 
 

High expectations; 

 High expectations shared to give every learner confidence they can succeed. 

 Staff establish what learners already know and build on it. 

 The learning experience has structure and pace to make it enjoyable and challenging. 

 Learning is inspired through passion for the subject. 

 
Conditions for learning; 

 A supportive learning environment that helps children take more responsibility for their 
learning and participate in the process of learning how to learn (TIGER learning) 

 Ambitious teachers with high expectations that all learners can achieve 

 Children are motivated to do 'the best they can'. 

 A range of teaching approaches are used to enable children to make learning visible (oral, 
written, photographic evidence) 

 Established routines and learning behaviours 

 Social and emotional skills are given priority both explicitly and implicitly. 

 A clear emphasis on learning intentions and on sharing them with pupils and other 
adults in the classroom 

 Assessment criteria for feedback and marking, peer and self-assessment is in place in 
the Steps to Success 

 Differentiated classroom groups are non negotiable 

 Review time and flexibility is a crucial feature of AFL 

On Entry Assessment 

 EYFS Staff use information from EY baseline and from other settings to inform their initial 
planning along with their own knowledge of what the children know, understand and can do that 
has been determined during the induction process.  

 A baseline is completed in September and data entered into DcPro. 

 On entry to the next year groups- staff liaise and share previous learning and attainment. 

 Phonics information is shared with the next class teacher on transition. 

 

Daily Assessment For Learning (AfL) 
A f L is used to enable teachers to collect information about what children know, can do and what 
they have understood in order to adjust their teaching to meet children's learning needs more 
fully through the implementation of five core strategies above. Assessment for learning focuses 
on the gap between where a learner is in their learning, and where they need to be – the desired 
goal. In order to achieve this staff need to; 

 Know their pupils well, know why pupils make mistakes, and be able to make judgments 
about next steps or interventions 

 Share learning intentions with pupils and use them to mark work or give feedback or 
rewards ( see linked Feedback Policy) 

 Build in review time for themselves and their pupils against success criteria 



 Use Blooms question stems to create probing questions to further investigate children’s 
learning 

 Provide opportunities to phrase questions differently to ensure a full understanding of basic 
skills. 

 Analyse pupils' performance and use the information for future learning plans including 
immediate changes to planning 

  
Assessment of Learning 

Periodically, teachers use evidence of pupil learning to make judgments on their achievement 
against end of Key Stage milestones to determine their level of attainment. 

 Reading is assessed against the school based system using a variety of guided reading 
tasks and tests. Standardised tests are also used to track reading and Comprehension 
ages. 

 Mathematics data is collected and measured against the school based system. 
Standardised tests are also performed twice a year. 

 Attainment in Foundation subjects is tracked through the year by class teachers using 
Oxhey grids in the form of % of children below, at or above ARE national expectations for 
that subject. 

 All results are moderated internally and externally across the Trust. 

 
Whole school approach 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Orange Gold Lime Silver Ruby Blue 

Em De Ex GD Em Em De Ex GD Em Em De Ex GD Em Em De Ex GD Em Em De Ex GD 

 

 A whole school colour co – ordinated approach to assessing children’s learning and their 
progress is based on end of Key Stage national curriculum expectations. Children are judged 
to be either; emerging, developing, expected or at greater depth at each level. Mastery at 
each stage is encourage through the use of a + system which allows pupils to demonstrate 
that they are fully understanding of the skills required at each stage. This is assessed using 
school and subject specific tracking grids using a best-fit approach. 

 Children’s maths and writing targets are shared with the children (at the beginning of each 
unit) so that they have an understanding of their next steps.  

 Children identified as having additional needs are managed within the class provision or on 1-1 
basis 

 Differentiated learning opportunities are provided to all children to ensure continuous 
progress. If gaps appear or learning needs a periodic boost, children are identified by teaching 
staff for intervention 

 Intervention groups are decided at pupil progress meetings and the impact is measured each 
half term. 

 Teaching staff take part in standardisation and moderation in house and with another local 
school 

 DCPro is used to record termly attainment and progress of all children. 

 Termly, Pupils Progress Meetings take place with the head teacher to ensure all 
children are given the best possible chance to achieve. 

 SLT moderate data between classes, especially mixed classes to ensure parity of 
provision and expectation. 

 Data tracks pupil progress, attainment and including vulnerable groups 
 

 



Recording 
 

Results of assessments are kept by teaching staff and evidence gathering is supported by 
support staff. Recording includes: 

 Curriculum planning to show coverage 

  Journeys are provided to show the children where they started and where they have moved to 
during each Maths unit. 

 English targets are given at the beginning of a unit(s). 

 On-going test and task results. 

 Reports highlight progress towards national expectations through the unique school 
Learning Rainbow system. 

 
EYFS 1 &2 

 Baseline Assessment= Baseline booklet which has been agreed by the Cluster. 

 2 Simple software collects photographic evidence and observation 

 Adult led books 

 Continuous provision files 

 DCPro entry for all 17 areas against the Assessment tracking criteria (including Reading, Writing 
and Maths. 
 

Key Stage 1 and 2 classes 

 Cold and Hot Writes in English (Targets to be based on cold write) 

 Cold and Hot Tasks in Maths (Maths journeys to be based on cold task) 

 Assessment tracker grids to be used for foundation subjects. 

 End of unit assessment tests to be carried out in Science. 

 Guided reading records/ planning sheets 

 Home reading records/diaries 

 Progress towards Reading, Writing targets 

 DCPro entry against Assessment tracking criteria in Reading, Writing, Maths and SPAG 

 Standardised tests in Reading (age and Comprehension) and Maths. 

 Reasoning and problem solving evidence in mathematics 

 

Reporting and sharing information 
The details within this section are based on the philosophy of the school that values the 
contribution of parents to their child’s continued learning. 

 All classes provide information about what is to be taught and how in a termly/ half 
termly (EY) newsletter to enable parents and carers to become more involved in 
their children’s learning. 

 Information about the whole school approach to assessment is contained within the 
Planner and the termly reports. 

 An open evening is held early in the Autumn Term to discuss each child’s individual 
targets in English and Maths. 

 A written report with current attainment and targets is sent home twice a year. 

 A parents’ consultation evening is held in the first half of the Spring Term when parents 
can look at their child’s work and discuss their progress and targets with the class 
teacher. 

 At the end of Year 4 teacher assessments are shared with the appropriate Middle School 

 Liaison meetings are held to ensure exchange of personal data, information and a smooth 
transition for children entering the Middle School 

  



Further details on any aspect of this policy and its implementation can be obtained from the school. 
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Appendix 1 – Assessment Overview 

 

Assessment deadlines for the year 
 
Aut Puma/Pira- done and on system by 05.11.18 
Spring Puma/Pira - done and on system by 08.04.19 
Summer Puma/Pira - done and on system by 04.06.19 
 
DCPro Dealine 1 on by 19.11.18 
DCPro Dealine 2 on by 11.02.19 
DCPro Dealine 3 on by 29.04.19 
DCPro Dealine 4 on by 01.07.19 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
EYFS –  
Baseline  (September) 
DCpro entry (17 areas) 
Parents Evening 
 

EYFS –  
DCpro entry (17 areas) 
Parents Evening 
Reports (current 
attainment and targets) 
 

EYFS –  
DCpro entry (17 areas) 
End of year reports 
Reading age assessments 
End of year assessments 
to LA 
 

Key Stage 1 –  
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
Parents Evening 
Reading assessments 
(PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) (if appropriate) 
Phonics benchmark 
(phonics screening check) 
Phonics screening check 
(children on track/not on 
track) 

Key Stage 1 –  
Reading assessments 
(PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) 
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
Parents Evening 
Reports (current 
attainment and targets) 
Phonics screening check 
(children on track/not on 
track) 
 

Key Stage 1 –  
Reading assessments 
(PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) 
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
SATS  
SATS results to LA 
End of year reports 
Phonics screening check 
(children on track/not on 
track) 
Phonics Screening 
Foundation subject 
trackers 

Key Stage 2 –  
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
Parents Evening 
Reading assessment (PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) (if appropriate) 

Key Stage 2 –  
Reading assessments 
(PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) 
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
Parents Evening 
Reports (current 
attainment and targets) 
 

Key Stage 2 –  
Reading assessments 
(PIRA) 
Reading age test 
Maths assessments 
(PUMA) 
DCpro entry (Reading, 
Writing, Maths and SPaG) 
End of year reports 
Foundation subject 
trackers 
Assessments and evidence 
to woodhouse  



 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2: 

 

Essential process of an educational visit 
EVOLVE Form to be completed and forwarded to head teacher at least two weeks prior to 
visit. 
 
https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/evco10/evchome_public.asp?domain=staffordshirevisits.org.uk 

 

CHECKLIST FOR EDUCATIONAL VISITS: 
SUGGESTED ORDER  

 Tick when 
completed 

Date and staffing passed by head teacher  
Insurance arranged – covered by off-site journey insurance (County insurance)  
Parents notified of letter and copies added to website.  

Copy of letter e-mailed to the School Office  

Parental Consent Forms completed and returned  
Cover work set and staff in charge of cover informed  
Cheque/funds arranged if necessary  
Emergency Contact staff member arranged for out of school hours if appropriate  
Member of staff responsible for medication nominated and forms prepared  
Evolve (online) Form completed and passed by EVC. Any additional risk assessments , 
along with risk assessments for specific individuals, attached to Evolve form. 

 

This form passed to EVC for approval   
EVC will then pass form on to Bursar / reception  
Other staff made aware of visit through mention at staff meeting and newsletters.  
All monies received to be paid into Bursar   
School Office contacted to inform of any issues arising or/and late return to school   
  
On the day:  
Medication collected in and recorded  
Collect First Aid equipment   
Collect student data sheets from office.  
School mobile phone collected   
Collect cheque / float (if applicable)   
  
On return  
Complete the visit evaluation section of the Evolve form.  
  

https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/evco10/evchome_public.asp?domain=staffordshirevisits.org.uk


Appendix 3 

Checklist of outdoor activity, education and residential trips 

 

Consult the Headteacher (the EVC) on the nature of the trip.  

Bursar to book the centre and appropriate transport.  

If needed, leader to make a preliminary visit to become familiar with the facilities.  

Office to keep a copy of all letters, lists and information given to parents. 
Prior to visit, school bursar and lead teacher will collate an information pack which includes: 
a) Copy of Parent letter and Information Form 
b) Any relevant completed and signed risk assessments  
c) Collated medical/contact numbers  
d) Parent Declaration Form 
e) Emergency contact numbers 
f) Copies of group lists and details  
g) Copy of emergency procedure. 
 

 

Office log dates on school diary.  

Finalise staffing, ensure appropriate ratios and a gender balance. (outdoor adventurous centre 
have their own male staff) 

 

Meeting with parents at the beginning of the year outlining the learning activities, sleeping 
accommodation, the expected standard of behaviour and eating arrangements. 

 

Office send letter to parents outlining the cost and nature of the trip. Ask for details of pupils’ 
medical (NB then you will need latest detail immediately prior to the visit) and any specific 
dietary needs. 

 

Office collate payment from parents on variety of plans.  

In liaison with the outdoor education centre, a timetable to be devised which describes a 
programme for each day, supervision details and any alternative plans where needed. 

 

Ensure that consent forms are returned on time and signed by parents/guardians. (NB No pupil 
can participate in an activity without this consent.) 

 

Medical forms signed and collated a week before trip  

Arrangements made for remainder of children.  

Residential Risk Assessments are in place at the centre visited and these are made accessible 
and read by all school staff attending.  
 

 

Report any accidents/problems to the EVC or a senior member of staff.  

 

 
 


